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THE MIDDLE WALL OF PARTITION
by Roger W. Walkwitz

It has been said many times, in wvarious phrasings, that
“Jesus the Mezsiah died to break down the wall between Jew
and Gantile, so that they might be one im Him."

E review of history, and a Iook at the world today, should
lead to Ehe conclusion that the death of Jesus the Messiah
was almost a toetal loss, if this was really the reason for
His death. Surely leadership that continually promote this
idea know betkter, but those not so knowledgeakle in the Bible
are misled by such an inadecuate, almost insulting, reason
for the death of Yeshua, our YHVH and Savior.

First of all, YHVH never set up a literal wall Lbetween Jew
and Gentile, much less a "middle wall." True, there was a
licteral wall in the courtyard of the Second Temple, bevond
which Gentiles dare not go, but this was neot placed there by
YHVH. Further, this wall was still standing when YHVH wrots
Ephesians through Shaul., (Sorry, Shaul never used any titlas,
much less "Rav," but only described his calling...but that
ig ‘another study.)

S50 what does Eph. 2:14 mean? More accurately, what does it
actually sav? There is amazing Truth in thia werse, Truth
that I have not yet found in any Messianic literature or any
Christian publication. What is it? Held oo to your seats and
be preparsed to be blsssed by YHVH as you understand what He
really died for!

The clue is found in two farms of the same word. It will
never pe discoverad in any English translation, sven though
there may be close to 100 on the market now (a ridiculocus
"making merchandise of the Word of God.") the word in
guestion is "both," a wvery common word, used in Eph Z:14 and
2:16, In 2:14 *both* is peuter. In 2:16 it i3 masculine.

Almost ewvery evangelical and Messianic statement of faith
states a belief ir the *plenary and verbal inspiration of the
Scriptures, ® Plenary means complete (the 66 books) and verbal
means gyery word. That means everv word is given by YHVH.
If He uses a neuber in one place and a masculine form in
anocther, He has a reason for itc, and translatcrs (and
preacher/teachers!) had better £ind out the difference and
translate {and teach) it accordingly.

In 2:14 apphoters (both) meanz “both places™ or “kath
things," =ince it is in neuter form. In 2:16 amphoterous,
means "both perscns, " since it is in masculine form, How does
that change the meaning of the English translation?

When YHVH wrote Ephesians, He had already broken down “the
middle wall of partition.® Lusgasg is an agrist participle,
meaning "having broken or destroyed ab a peint in past time, *
The literal wall in the Second Temple was still standing:
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therafore, this cannot be to what He is referring, and if it
was, what a cheap result for the death of Messziah! Who cares
if one can go from an oukter courtyard into an inner
courtyard, the one reserved for Jewish men...and what about
the Jewish women? I WANT TO G0 INTO THE HOLY OF HOLIES! !

and thar is exactly what Eph. 2:14 says and means'! Ths
*middle wall cf partitien" is none other that the inner
curtain of the Temple that was torn by YHVH from tep to
bottom Che instant that Yeshua dismissed His spiritc while on
the crass! By =o doing, God made "baoth places" into one, the
Hely Place into which priests went daily and the Holy of
Holies into which the High Priest went only on Yom Eippur.
To me this is thrilling Truth, desp Truth!

May and can I now go inte the Holy of Holies? Yes, if T am
born-from-above by the Spirit of God. In fact, such a one is
urged to go inta the real, permanent, Heoly of Holies in the
real, permanent Tabernacle in heawven, to the actual throne
and presence of YHVH. (Heb.10:1%-20 for proaf/autharization.)

What about the Jew and Gentile reconciliatien? This is only
for those "in Messiah®* and is a by-product or one af the
results of the death of Messiah Yeshua, and should be
correctly understood and implemented for those "in Messiah"!

The *"enmity® that Yeshua died to propitiate or satisfy was
that between ¥HVH and mankind. Oncs that enmity had been
fully dealt with ("It is Einished!"™), YHVH illustrated it EFor
all to see by tearing the wveil, making "both places" into one
so that all who come through the gate, past the brazen alkar
and laver, inte the sanctuary, passing between the menorah
and tabkle of showbread and past the altar of incense, may now
come through the open weil into the pressence of YHVH:
Father, Son, & Spirit...and dwell there forever, by the ark
of the everlasting covenant and mercy seab.

Do we need Torah? Absolutely! It is the foundation upon which
all else is built, and we had better know it well! & poor
foundation means an ultimate crash. The tabernacls in Excdus
is the standard illustration used for teaching in all the
Epistles. How much in depth Tabernacle teaching is done in
your assembly or synagogue? After all, it is patcterned after
Ehe Tabernacle in heawven, the cnly desecripticn of what is in
heaven.

Do we need studies and teachings from the criginal languages?
Absolutely! In some cases it is impossible to bring into
English precisely what the ariginal says. In most cases, it
ig possible, as has been illustrated, but translators are noekt
being accurate, for various reasons. Eph 2 15 a rich chapter
when ane "thinks Jewish® in the time and setkting in which it
was written, and this means "thinking Takernacle" as well.
There is much mere in Eph 2, but this is a "wakes up call" for
more careful study, bto gest the solid food needed for growth.
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